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Burundi 
Burundi: Nyangoma Control Over CNDD 
Guerrillas ‘Not Clear’ 


BR2005152396 Brussels LA LIBRE BELGIQUE 
in French 18-19 May 96 p 5 


{Article by Marie-France Cros: 
Challenge to ‘ my'] 


(FBIS Translated Excerpt} “Enough is enough. The 
Burundian people expect better protection trom you and 
from us.” On Thursday [16 May], Burundian President 
Sylvestre Nubantunganya gave his security forces one 
week in which “to get organized” and undertake a more 
effective campaign against violence. Massacres and the 
murder of principally Hutu political figures have bathed 
Burundi in blood over recent weeks, while the extremist 
Hutu guerrillas of the head of state’s own party, the 
FRODEBU [Front for Democracy in Burundi], have 
used the situation to their advantage. [passage omitted] 


President Lays Down 


Direct Negotiations 


The events denounced by President Nubantunganya are 
not new. His ‘blasting’ comes at a time when the 
most well-known leader of the Hutu guerrillas, Leonard 
Nyangoma, has offered to stop the fighting if the soldiers 
return to barrack: and agree to direct negotiations with 
the rebels on the country’s future. This is not the 
first ume that Nyangoma and his CNDD [National 
Council for the Defense of Democracy] have made such 
proposals, but this ime the open rumor in Bujumbura 
is that certain conservative Tutsis who had previously 
categorically refused any such step are now starting to 
contemplate the possibility, and the Army in particular. 


A source close to the CNDD reports that the names of 
certain Burundian officers favorable to direct negotia- 
tions may even be announced, which would certainly 
put their lives in danger and cause, or rather increase, 
ill-feeline within the Armed Forces. 


Who Has Control? 


The holding of negotiations could encounter a major 
obstacle: It is not clear whether or not Nyangoma 
cont. s all the Hutu rebels. On several occasions 
the CNUD leaders have expelled their most extremist 
anti-Tuts! members, in particular those accused of 
preaching the same ideology as Rwanda’s Interahamwe, 
responsible for the country’s genocide in 1994. But that 
has not prevented these extremists from being active 
or necessarily induced them to accept the outcome 
of possible negotiations between Buyumbura and the 
CNDD 


According to its leaders, the CNDD ts also trying to 
provide political training for its recruits. But we do not 
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know to what extent itis having more success than the 
FRODEBU before the 1993 military coup in getung 
its militants to accept the idea that the enemy ts not 
the Tutsi but the dictatorship. The idealisuc FRODEBU 
leaders long deluded themselves with their immense 
popularity, taking it as adhesion to democracy. But 
after many years of a military and ethnic dictatorshy 
by the Tutsis, Hutu peasants came to understand that 
“democracy” meant “power for the Hutus because they 
are in the majority.” The 1993 military coup d'etat 
against FRODEBU President Melchior Ndadaye thus 
led to the massacre of minorities, someumes under 
the command of FRODEBU leaders, leading to the 
death of thousands of innocent Tutsis. The Hutus were 
subsequently the subject of harsh repression by the 
Army. 


Central African Republic 


Central African Republic: Security Boss Accuses 
Mutineers of ‘Bad Faith’ 


AB2005125296 Paris AFP in French 
1206 GMT 20 May 96 


([FBIS Translated Excerpt] Bangui, 20 May (AFP) — 
Colonel Francois N’Djadder Bedaya, director general 
of the Central African Republic's presidential security, 
said here this morning that he had ordered his troops 
“not to shoot" at mutineers in Bangui and to open fire 
“only in reply or to push back an attack.” He refuted a 
radio statement by a spokesman of the mutineers to the 
effect that the “mutineers were ready to negotiate but 
that one of their conditions — an end to shooting on all 
fronts — had not been respected.” “We did not initiate 
hostilities dunng the first mutiny on 18 April, as well 
as the second mutiny on 18 May,” said Col. N’ Dyadder 
Bedaya. 


Col. Bedaya added that at the request of the mutineers 
he had ordered the reestablishment of the various radio 
communication channels to permit an exchange between 
mutineers and loyal troops. He accused the mutineers 
of “bad faith” in regard to the proposed negouations. 
[passage omitted] 


Central African Republic: Prime Minister Appeals 
To France for Help 


LD2005 134996 Paris France-Info Radio in French 
1300 GMT 20 May 96 


[FBIS Translated Text) In Bangui. Central African 
Republic [CAR], the soldiers’ mutiny resulted in six 
deaths including those of two mutineers, and around 
40 civillans were wounded by stray bullets. Looung 1s 
increasing in the city center. The French army has had 
to group foreign nationals together at the embassies 


This report may contain copyrighted material Copying and dissemination 
is prohibited without permission of the copynght owners 
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On France-Inio the CAR prime minister makes an 
appeal to France for its army to restore order. Listen 
to Gabriel Koyambounou: 


[Begin Koyambounou recording] In the name of human- 
ity France must (word indistinct) the innocent civilian 
population which is being affected. I believe that it is 
France's duty as the country we look up to, and the 
former colonial power, to do so. It has a moral respon- 
sibility. So far French soldiers have come [words indis- 
tinct} they are there, but they have not...[pauses] They 
are not active on the ground. We are not asking them 
to throw themselves into the fight, but to protect public 
buildings. [end recording] 


Those were the words of Central African Prime Minister 
Gabriel Koyambounou. 


Jacques Godfrain, the minister delegate for cooperation, 
said just now that France will do its duty in the CAR 
where, as you know, a mutiny broke out. Jacques 
Godfrain, the minister delegate for cooperation, said this 
at the end of a lunch with Cote d'Ivore President Henn 
Konan-Bedie. 


Let me remind you that the toll of the situation in Bangui 
is six dead, including two mutineers. 


Central African Republic: President Under French 
Military Protection 


LD2005150196 Paris Radio France International 
in French 1230 GMT 20 May 96 


{Interview with Central African Republic President 
Ange Felix Patasse by Christophe Boisbouvier by 
telephone from Bangui “about 10 minutes ago’ — 
recorded] 


{[FBIS Translated Text} [Patasse}] The situation is mov- 
ing toward a dialogue between the mutineers and the 
delegation which I put together. So, they will soon meet 
at the Assembly to learn precisely what the mutineers 
want. That is how things stand at the moment. 


[Boisbouvier} The mutineers are refusing to be dis- 
armed. What do you have to say to them about this? 


[Patasse} No. How would we disarm them? 


[Boisbouvier}] They say that their arsenal is going to be 
taken away from them. They are demanding to keep the 
arsenal at the camp where they are. How do you answer 
their demand” 


[Patasse}] But how do you expect us to disarm (he army” 
Because of the mutiny which took place last time, we 
need to know the number of weapons returned and the 
number still out there. So, the chief of staff's intention 
in the checking operat.on which he established was to 
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monitor this. There was never any question of disarming 
part of the Central African army. 


(Boisbouvier] The mutineers claim that it was planned 
to take the arsenal away from them and give it to the 
Presidential Guard. Is that true or not? 


[Patasse] You know, people make all kinds of assump- 
tions. There is no quesuon of taking arms to give them 
to the Presidential Guard. Otherwise the army would no 
longer be what it is now. So, many falsehoods, and that 
is the truth. There are many falsehoods because people 
want there to be unrest and they do everything possi- 
ble to create a climate of fear. (?As head of) the armed 
forces, I cannot order... [pauses] well, he cannot make 
decisions without referring to me. (sentence as heard] 


[Boisbouvier] Are you being protected by the French 
Army at this ume? 


[Patasse}] Yes, by both the French Army and the Central 
African Army, but it is a question of institutions, 
because within the framework of the democrauzation, 
France, as well as other friendly countries, has invested 
a great deal in democratization in the Central African 
Republic, and the French Army is here to protect the 
insutuuons of the republic. 


[Boisbouvier] You are at present under the protection 
of the two armies? 


[Patasse] Yes, the Central African army and the French 
army. 


[Boisbouvier}] At your request” 


[Patasse} Yes, as head of state. It is part of my 
prerogative. In the name of the people | asked France to 
intervene to save the insututions of the republic which 
came forth out of free and democratic elections. 


Central African Republic: 600 Foreign Nationals 
Assembled at Bangui Airport 


LD2005161896 Paris Radio France International 
in French 1600 GMT 20 May 96 


{[FBIS Translated Text} One thousand French soldiers 
have been deployed in the streets of Bangui, capital of 
the Central African Republic. The soldiers have taken 
up position at the strategic points in the city. 


They have also grouped foreign nationals together at 
their embassies, and about 600 of these nationals have 
been assembled at the airport. 


Following a request for French intervention from Pres- 
ident Patasse. Cooperation Minister Jacques Godfrain 
has stated that France will see to the protecuon of the 
democratic regime. 


This report may contain copynghted matenal Copying and dissemination 
is prohibited without permission of the copynght owners 
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Central African Republic: Mediator, Prime 
Minister View Negotiations 


LD2005 162596 Paris Radio France International 
in French 1230 GMT 20 May 96 


{[FBIS Translated Text] At the me of the first muuny 
in the Central African Army in April, the only issue in 
question was the salary demands of the soldiers. This 
time the mutineers have put forward other demands, the 
essential points of which are outlined by Maitre Nicolas 
Tiangaye, lawyer and president of the Central African 
Human Rights League and also mediator between the 
mutineers and the government. 


{Begin Tiangaye recording] The mutineers are demand- 
ing that their security be guaranteed, because they be- 
lieve that on the one hand the agreements in April have 
not been respected by the government, and on the other 
hand, they think they are being disarmed and being 
made more vulnerable. For these reasons, they have de- 
cided to mutiny. 


The mutineers at the time of their mutiny believed 
that they were no longer safe from the moment that 
the presidential guard sought to disarm them. [end 
recording | 


Maitre Nicolas Tiangaye was interviewed by Kamel 
Dyjaider. 


For its part, the government has agreed to negotiations. 
However, the prime minister has at present described the 
mutineers’ demands as being vague. According to him, 
the demands have not been expressed in a written text. 
On the other hand, the head of the government believes 
that one of the mutineers’ demands is the retention of 
an armory located in camp Kasai in Bangui — a camp 
controlled by the mutineers. Gabriel Koyambounou, 
prime minister of the Central African Republic, is 
interviewed by Ghislaine Dupont: 


[Begin recording) [Koyambounou] [Words indistinct] 
that they are not disarmed and that there were attempts 
to disarm them. At the time of the first mutiny, the 
powder store of camp Kasai was broken in to, and for 
the moment, the government has decided that we can 
rehabilitate and repair it. Furthermore, since the powder 
store is still broken, the arms had to be transferred to 
another location and once it has been repaired, the arms 
and the munition will go back to the first powder store 
{in camp Kasai]. 


[Dupont] The mutineers are said to be demanding that 
the armory be reinstated at camp Kasai? 


[Koyambounou] Absolutely. [end recording] 
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Cential African Republic: Hundreds of Foreigners 
Await Airlift From Bangui 


AB2005162596 Paris AFP in English 
1539 GMT 20 May 96 


{[FBIS Transcribed Text] Paris, May 20 (AFP) — More 
than 600 foreign nationals were under French army 
protection at Bangui airport Monday [20 May], waiting 
to be flown out of the troubled Central African Republic, 
a military source at the airport said. 


“We have been awash with demands for evacuation 
since the trouble first started on Saturday,” said the 
source, contacted by phone from Paris. 


France has 2,500 citizens in the Central African Re- 
public, more than half of them in Bangui, the capital, 
where about 200 mutinous soldiers have clashed with 
forces loyal to the government. 


France has 1,400 troops permanently stationed in the 
country under a defense pact. The French Foreign 
Ministry said 1,000 French troops had been deployed 
in the capital since the clash began at the weekend. 


The situation in the city remains tense and negouations 
are continuing,” the military source said. 


A parliamentary delegation began negotiauons with 
representatives of the rebel troops on Sunday in a bid to 
end the deadlock, which entered its third day Monday. 


Central African Republic: Seven Dead; French 
Reinforcements Arrive 


AB2005163796 London BBC World Service 
in English 1505 GMT 20 May 96 


[From the "Focus on Africa” program] 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] Latest reports on the mutiny 
in the Central African Republic now puts the death toll 
at seven but this afternoon negotiations have started be- 
tween representatives of President Patasse’s government 
and leaders of the mutineers and a cease-fire has been 
agreed. Sporadic shooting continued this morning for 
the third day as the two sides battled over fears that the 
authorities were planning some units of the Army, and 
it is the second time soldiers have taken to the streets 
in the space of a month. On the line to Bangui, William 
Wallis asked our reporter, Joseph Benamse, if the cease- 
fire was holding: 


[Begin recording] [Benamse] Yes, a cease-fire has 
been agreed between the Presidential Guard and the 
mutineers. Since 1200 this afternoon, there has been no 
exchange of fire between the two camps. 


{Wallis} But are both camps still maintaining their 
positions in the streets? 


This report may contain copyrighted material. Copying and dissemination] 
1s prohibited without permission of the copyright owners 
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{[Benamse} The Presidential Guard are still in control of 
the city center along with some strategic points in the 
capital, Bangui, and the mutineers have now withdrawn 
lo a police station situated 5 km away from the city 
center. 


[Wallis] So, this seems to be the end of the fighting for 
the time being. 


{[Benamse] We cannot say that this is the definite end of 
the fighting because these people are now respecting the 
cease-fire, pending negotiations that are currently going 
on at the National Assembly. 


[Wallis] When did these negotiations start? 
{Benamse] It started at around two this afternoon. 


{Wallis} And what are the negotiations likely to revolve 
around? 


[Benamse] Through these negotiations, the mutineers 
are going to ask the head of state to sign the law over 
granting amnesty to all the troops that took part in the 
mutiny last April. 


[Wallis] Is President Patasse himself involved in these 
negotiations? 


{[Benamse}] No, no, no, no. President Patasse is not 
involved in the negotiation. The negotiation is placed 
under the supervision of the chairman of the human 
rights league and the man who is supposed to attend 
is the minister of defense along with deputies and 
government ministers. 


[Wallis] The mutineers have one strong card up their 
sleeve, and that is, they are still holding six fairly 
important figures as hostages. Is that correct? 


[Benamse] Yes, it is correct and even those six people 
are now negotiating, they are still keeping these hostages 
in their camp in Camp Kasai. 


{Wallis} What are the French troops up to now? | 
understand there have been some reinforcements sent 
into Central African Republic? 


[Benamse] Yes, there have been some reinforcements 
coming from Libreville and the French troops are now 
deployed in the city center, especially, along the main 
avenues that link the city center to the International 
Airport of Bangui-M »oko, where there is an important 
base of the French troops, and also around some 
Strategic places in the country — in the capital Bangui, 
I mean — and these people are now deployed around 
Camp Bealle — that is, one of the biggest French camps 
in the capital Bangui — and around areas where French 
citizens are living in great numbers. 
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{Wallis} There's been a lot of looting reported. Have 
you seen evidence of this looung going on? 


{[Benamse}] Oh yes, when | managed to go out to the 
city center this morning, | myself noticed that most of 
the shops were looted and when I spoke to some of the 
witnesses I met on the scene, they told me that most ot 
the shops in the city center were looted by the mutineers 
along with the people living around the city center. [end 
recording } 


Central African Republic: French Official on 
Keeping Constitutional Order 


AB2005180296 Libreville Africa No. 1 in French 
1700 GMT 20 May 96 


[FBIS Translated Excerpt} In the Central African Re- 
public, exchange of fire has been heard since the early 
afternoon in Bangui. However, the mediator between 
the mutineers and the authorities said there was a good 
chance that negotiauions might begin this afternoon, 
a feeling which was shared by President Ange-Felix 
Patasse himself. The president said the situation was 
moving toward dialogue and indicated that he was cur- 
rently under the protection of the arnues of both France 
and the Central African Republic. [passage omitted] Let 
us listen to Jacques Rummelhardt, the French Foreign 
Ministry spokesman, on the reasons for the French in- 
tervention in the Central Afmean Republic. He was in- 
terviewed by Mohamed Yessoutou Salou: 


[Begin recording] [Rummelhardt] France ts currently 
intervening in the Central African Republic to protect 
its nauonals and those of friendly countries. 


[Saliou} The Central African opposition feels that 
France is intervening in order to save the government 
of President Ange-Felix Patasse, which has been in 
difficulty for some time now. 


(Rummelhardt} I do not wish to give any reaction to 
what the Central African opposition thinks because that 
would be interfering in Central African matters. Our 
hope, however, is that there will be dialogue and that 
soluuions will be found rapidly with a respect for the 
constitutional order and democratic institutions, that 1s, 
with a respect for the wishes of the Central African 
people. At a time when the Central African Republic 
is trying to reach an agreement with the IMF, which 
is indispensable for its economic recovery, the country 
needs stability now more than ever. It needs to mobilize 
all its efforts for development. fend recording] [passage 
omitted] 


This report may contain copynghted matenal Copying and dissemination 
is prohibited without permission of the copynght owners 
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Central African Republic: French Troops’ To 
Promote Constitutional Order 


LD2005192196 Paris Radio France International 
in French 1730 GMT 20 May 96 


(FBIS Translated Excerpt] The situation is still very 
tense in Bangui. We know that since this morning 
around 1,000 French soldiers have been deployed in 
the town and at the airport, where 600 or so foreign 
nationals have been gathered together. The 200 or 
sO mutineers agreed today to a cease-fire to permit 
negouations to be opened with the authorities, but they 
have just postponed the talks yet again, according to the 
mediator, Maitre Tiangaye. [passage omitted] 


France is taking this business very senously. Listen 
to Jacques Rummelhardt, one of the Foreign Ministry 
spokesmen: 


(Begin Rummelhardt recording] The measures were 
taken to assure the security of our nationals and that 
of nationals of friendly countries. It 1s to this end that 
soldiers of the French forces stationed in the Central 
African Republic — which have been reinforced — 
have been deployed in the Central African capital. There 
are no casualuies and no injured among our compatriots. 


With regard to the situation, it is vital for dialogue to 
hegin between the Bangui authorities and representa- 
tives of the insurgents, and it 1s vital that solutions be 
quickly found to the problems which have been raised, 
within the framework of respect for constitutional order 
and the democratic institutions. [end recording] 


[Announcer] [passage omitted] Let us look with you, 
Christophe Boisbouvier, at the part France is playing: 


[Borsbouvier| [passage omitted] To show its determina- 
tion, during the last few hours Paris has sent in several 
hundred French soldiers as reinforcements, flown in by 
Transall planes. These French soldiers come from the 
bases of Ndjamena and Libreville. Officially they are 
there to protect the 2,500 Europeans living in Bangui, 
but also, and Paris is no longer concealing this fact, to 
ensure that the constitutional order 1s respected in Ban- 


gui. 


Central African Republic: Talks, Cease-Fire Fail; 
Clashes Resume in Bangui 

AB2005200796 London BBC World Service 

in English 1830 GMT 20 May 96 


[From the Focus on Atnca” program] 


[FBIS Transcribed Excerpt] [passage omitted] On the 
line to Bangui a few minutes ago, Elizabeth Ohene 
asked out reporter, Joseph Benamse, how the talks were 


going 
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[Begin recording] [Benamse] | have been told that the 
talks have been suspended because it appeared that 
the cease-fire concluded between the two camps — | 
mean, the Presidential Guards and the muuneers — has 
not been respected. They have broken the cease-fire 
and there were shootings in some areas of the capital, 
Bangui. 


{Ohene}] Now, do you know who broke it? 


{Benamse}] The mutineers were the first who broke 
the cease-fire because there were clashes between the 
mutineers and the French troops based in Km §, one 
of Bangui’s crowded areas and there are reports that 
there are deaths on both sides but we have not got any 
explanations or special number about tt so far. 


{Ohene] And does anybody know why the clashes have 
Started all over again? 


{[Benamse] You have to know that the muuneers do not 
seem to be satisfied with what is going on. It ts as if 
they have another mind, another thing in their minds to 
do. It is not for the negouatio, that they have concluded 
the cease-fire but it 1s just something like a strategy of 
the mutineers to continue the rebellion. 


[Ohene] And does 1 have anything to do with the stories 
that they want control of the national armory and the 
Presidential Guard doesn’t want them to’ 


[Benamse] Truly speaking, all this started from there, 
but the way we see how things are developing, it 1s as 
if there 1s another reason behind the current rebellion 
carried by the mutineers. 


[Ohene] What about the French troops, you know, how 
widely spread in town are they’ 


[Benamse] The French troops are now controlling the 
main avenues in the capital, Bangui, and also strategic 
points such as the Presidential Palace and the (Olbez); 
and they are also deployed around International Airport 
of Bangui-Mpoko. And of late, about 600 French 
ciuzens have volunteered for repatriation and these 
people are now taken to the international airport. They 
are stranded at the airport there. 


[Ohene} And, are there any other nationals that are due 
to be evacuated by the French troops or 1s 1t only French 
nationals that they are taking out? 


[Benamse] Only French nationals and if there are 
some foreigners among them, maybe, it may be some 
Westerners but there is no African among the people | 
saw myself. 


[Ohene}] What about the president’ Is he involved in 
any of these discussions that have been going on? 


This report may contain copynghted material, Copying and dissemination 
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{[Benamse] The president himself has not got involved 
in the discussion going on. He is represented tn these 
negotiations by the defense minister, Mr. Jean Mette- 
Yapende. 


[Ohene] So, as we speak, Joseph, is there fighting going 
on in Bangui? 


{Benamse} Right now, I am heanng some shootings at 
the southern area of the capital Bangui but | cannot 
confirm if the firing came trom the mutineers or the 
French troops. {end recording] 


Central African Republic: Sporadic Shooting; 
Mutineers Holding Hostages 


AB2105091596 London BBC World Service 
in English 0630 GMT 2/1 May 96 


From the “Network Africa” program hosted by Ama 
Annan] 


(FBIS Transcribed Text} Sporadic shooting between the 
presidential guards loyal to President Patasse and rebel 
Army mutineers conunued through the night. Negotia- 
tions between [the] government and representatives ot 
the mutineers were supposed to start yesterday, but as a 
specially brokered cease-fire was not honored the talks 
got nowhere. Our correspondent, Joseph Benamsse, 1s 
in the capital, Bangui. Just a few m autes ago, | called 
him up and asked him what the latest situation was this 
morning. 


{Begin recording) [Benamsse} This morning, the situ- 
ation is apparently calm despite the sporadic shooting 
that we can hear from the populous area of Kilometre 
Cing and around the International Airport of Bangui- 
Mpoko, where the French troops are based. 


{Annan} Does it mean that there can be talks this 
morning? 


{Benamsse} But, the calm that is prevailing in the 
capital, Bangui, this morning can be seen as a favorable 
condition for these negotiations, but let me assure you 
that when I spoke to Mr. Nicolas Tiengaye, the mediator 
of the talks, he told me that the negotiations will 
definitely start today. So there is no more room to delay 
anymore. 


{Annan} And, do you think the French might be 
involved in these talks? 


[Benamsse] Not diroctly, but the French are playing a 
very important role in this situation, so that the social 
climate could be relaxed a bit, because it is now four 
days since people are living in a tota! climate of fear in 
the capital, Bangui. 
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{Annan} Do the government go into these talks with a 
weak hand, | mean, have they got a song bargaining 
position or not? 


[Benamsse] Over the weekend, the government believed 
that the situation would wot last long and it was 
not taking it seriously, but since the situation is sull 
persisting, we feel that the government is really needing 
to discuss the matter with the mutineers. This is why 
they have decided to call these negotiations at the 
National Assembly. 


{Annan} Certain hostages have been taken; has anyone 
said anything about them? Will they have to be released 
before these talks can conunue? 


{[Benamsse} I don’t think that these hostages will be 
released before talks start, because this for the mutineers 
is one point of advantage, because they are now going 
to the negotiations with the hostages back. [sentence as 
heard} So it is another way of bringing the government 
to accept what they put forward as gnevances, because 
the main thought of the government is to get the release 
of these people alive. [end recording] 


Central African Republic: Troops Arrive From 
France; Evacuations Planned 


LD2105121096 Paris France-Inter Radio Network 
in French 1100 GMT 21 May 96 


[FBIS Translated Excerpt) [Announcer] Calm has ap- 
parently been restored in the streets of Bangui, the 
capital of the Central African Republic, following the 
mutiny of a section of the army. Nearly 1.400 French 
soldiers were deployed on 20 May. Their mission 1s to 
safeguard the security of foreign nationals. 


In order to end the conflict, the negotiations between the 
government and the mutineers were supposed to start 
this morning, but the talks were apparently postponed. 


Nicolas Poincare, you have just arrived at the capital of 
the Central African Republic. You are currently at the 
airport, where French troops are apparently mounting 
guard. What ts the situation there? 


[Correspondent Poincare] At the airport, there are about 
1,000 foreign nationals who have sought reiuge at the 
French air base close to the airport. Last night, women 
and children slept in the dormitories of the soldiers’ 
barracks, while men slept on the lawn. These people 
have been quite traumatized since 18 May. Most of 
them now hope they will be evacuated to France. In any 
case, that is the feeling that 1 among the French 
nationals, since their houses have been looted after they 
were evacuated to the airport. They say they have lost 
everything and they no longer have any reason to stay 
in this country. They are hoping to be repatriated to 
France, but it seems that this 1s not on the agenda yet. 
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[Announcer] Calm is reportedly back in town, but the 
mutineers are said to be still clashing with loyal troops. 
Do you have any details on this, or is it very difficult 
to get information? 


{Poincare} Calm has indeed been restored. I do not think 
we can say that [refers to clashes}. Right now, it is not 
possible to go to the city center from the airport since 
the road is under fire as a result of the fighting. That is 
what people say. 


On the Central African soldiers’ radio, one can hear very 
clear repurts about the various points in town. All the 
reports say that there is heavy gunfire. That is what we 
heard on the radio earlier on in the presidential palace 
sector [as heard]. The French troops have confirmed that 
the situation in Bangui is still very, very tense today. 
Proof is that, according to eyewitness accounts from 
French nationals, there are still some isolated French 
nationals in town. The French troops were not able to 
rescue them and are not able to reach them. This is proof 
that calm has not returned, and that gunfire between the 
mutineers and the loyal solu.ers 1s conunuing in Bangui 
today. 


[Announcer] Nicolas, what is the atmosphere at the 
airport itself? How are the French and other European 
nationals who have been assembled at the airport? 


[Poincare] Nothing is happening at the civilian airport. 
The airport is totally closed. The airport is held by 
the foreign legion troops. There have not been any 
civilian flights for 24 hours now. However, there are 
a number of military flights. An Airbus belonging to 
the French Armed Forces has brought in reinforcements 
from Le Mans. They are troops of the second RPIMA 
{Regiment Parachutiste d'Infanterie de Marine—Marine 
Infantry Paratroop Regiment]. [passage omitted] This is 
the atmosphere at the airport right now. There have been 
some movements. Three Transal aircraft janded earlier 
today. However, we still have not been let into the 
military air base nearby to talk with the French nationals 
or to see what was happening, what people were doing. 
We have only been allowed to meet a handful of the 
French nationals who have found refuge at the base. As 
I told you just now, they spoke about their fear over the 
last two days and their hope to be evacuated to Paris as 
soon as possible. 


Rwanda 
Rwanda: Hutu Rebels Attack Village, Kill Mayor 


LD2005 183496 Paris Radio France International 
in French 1730 GMT 20 May 96 


([FBIS Translated Text] There has been violence in 
Rwanda, where the national radio station has reported 
Clashes between an armed group and the security forces 
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in the southwest of the country. A village situated 
near the border with Zaire and Burundi ts reported to 
have been attacked by Hutu rebels. The mayor of the 
commune was killed. 


Rwanda: Hutu ‘Extremists’ Attack Prison; 46 
Killed 


AB21J)5102896 Paris AFP in English 
0952 GMT 21 May 96 


{[FBIS Transcribed Text] Kigali, 21 May (AFP) — 
Nearly 50 people were killed in a mortar attack by 
Hutu extremists on a prison in southwest Rwanda, 
humanitarian workers said here Tuesday [2] May], in 
an apparently bungled attempt to free genocide suspects. 
Some 46 prisoners died when the mortar shell exploded 
in the packed jail at Bugarama, in the Cyangugu district 
overnight Sunday, the aid officials said. The attackers 
had come from neighbouring Burundi, they added. 


Two of the 49 prisoners in the jail were wounded and 
one other escaped injury in the attack, which the aid 
workers said lasted several hours. 


Hutu extremists also attacked the Nyakabuye prison 
in the same district, but were seen off by Rwandan 
Government troops. 


On Saturday an armed gang attacked a jail at Karengera, 
freeing around 100 prisoners during a 30-minute fire- 
fight with goverment troops, Radio Rwanda said. 


Observers said Sunday's Bugarama attack may have 
been an attempt to free Hutu prisoners which misfired, 
although the ethnic origin of the prisoners was not 
immediately known. 


However, the vast majority of the 71,000 prisoners lan- 
guishing in crowded Rwandan jails are Hutus, accused 
of taking part in the ethnic massacres of 1994 which 
ieft some 500,000 Tutsis and moderate Hutus dead. 


Rwanda: Zaire’s Premier Says Border Not To 
Open Before Commission Meets 


LD1905224296 Paris Radio France International 
in French 2130 GMT 19 May 96 


[FBIS Translated Text] The Zairean prime minister has 
been in Bujumbura since yesterday, where he has met 
with his Burundian counterpart. The border between 
Burundi and Zaire, which was closed at the beginning of 
this month in order to stem the infiltrauon of rebels, is 
not expected to be reopened. The two prime ministers 
have called for a defense and security commission to 
reconvene soon. It was set up on 10 July 1995. Zairean 
Prime Minister Kengo wa Dondo: 
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[Begin Dondo recording) The normalization of our 
relauons must be preceded by controls along the border 
so that the allegations made about infiltrations can be 
checked and a report drawn up by the joint commission 
whose brief it is. That commission is going to reconvene 
by the end of this month. We will wait for this 
commission to have met before the border is reopened. 
{end recording] 


Zaire 


Zaire: Principle of Federal State Accepted in Draft 
Constitution 


ABIS8OS172196 Libreville Africa No. 1 in French 
1215 GMT 18 May 96 


[FBIS Translated Excerpt} The principle of a federal 
State has been accepted in the new draft constitution of 
the Third Republic. However, the text will first of all 
have to be examined and adopted by the High Council 
of the Republic and submitted to a referendum at the 
end of the year. 


Meanwhile, following the recent reforms decided by the 
government, the different political groups are expected 
to designate today — against a background of contro- 
versy — their candidates for various government posts 
including that of governor. In the meantime, something 
that could make waves is the demand by parliament for 
the government to suspend Ndjamboleka Okitangone, 
governor of the central bank, who is accused of mal- 
practices. For details, Kamanda wa Kamanda Muzembe 
reports from Kinshasa. 


[Begin Muzembe recording] According to the Audit 
Department, the central bank is in a disastrous situation. 
The bank’s situation is such that, to be able to function, 
funds have to be continually allocated to it. The 
transitional parliament is also asking that all the people 
involved in the scandals be prevented from leaving 
the country. Furthermore, the attorn y general has 
been asked to hand former Finance Miuiier Pay Pay 
wa Syagassighe over to the law. At the same time, 
there are calls for Prime Minister Le. n Kengo wa 
Dondo to appear before parliament to acount for the 
general situation in the country. [passage omitted] [end 
recording } 


Zaire: Movutu’s Special Guard Reportedly Plotted 
To Kill Archbishop 


BR2005 144496 Groot-Bygaarden DE STANDAARD 
in Dutch 18-19 May 96 p 1 


[Report by Axel Buyse: “Deserter Reveals ‘Plot’ 
Against Monsengwo — Zairian Archbishop To Be 
Shot During Mass” } 


[FBIS Translated Text} Brusseis — The life of Arch- 
mshop of Kisangani Monseigneur Laurent Monsengwo, 
who until recently played an important role in Zairian 
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politics as the “mediator” and president ot the HCR-PT 
{High Council of the Republic- Transitional Parliament), 
hangs on a silk thread. Members of the DSP [Presiden- 
tial Special Division], the presidential guard, were sup- 
posed to remove the man, who 1s regarded by circles 
around President Mobutu Sese Seko as a dangerous r- 
val. 


Al any rate this plot is supposed to be shown by a letter 
in which one of the two snipers revealed the whole set 
up to the papal nuncio, the Vatican's ambassador to 
Kinshasa. The soldier deserted and 1s living in hiding. 
DE STANDAARD has seen the letter. 


The DSP soldier in question, whose name ts kept secret 
for reasons of safety. wrote to the nuncio at the end 
of April that he had decided to desert because he 
could not reconcile murdering the archbishop with his 
conscience. The man writes that after special training, 
together with a colleague he received instructions to 
shoot Monsengwo from a distance with 4 telescopic 
rifle. 


Sparrow Hawk 


In his letter the soldier gives extensive information 
about his own identity and that of his ‘fellow perpe- 
trator’ and a detailed explanation of the training he 
was given in mind of the mission. They were held out 
the prospect of a bonus of $18,000 -— around $00,000 
francs (BFr} — and a big promotion. The operation was 
given the codename Sparrow Hawk. Troops trom the 
SARM [expansion unknown] military security service 
of Kinshasa and Kisangani were supposed to provide 
tie logistical aid tor the execution team, the letter says. 


After the training we were cfficially moved to Kisan- 
gani (former Stanleyville), vecause the operation was 
supposed to iake place there during mass, the man 
writes. Soldiers from the Army and civil guard, a para- 
military force, were to create a confused situation’ dur- 
ing the service. The achbishop’s personal bodyguards 
were to be “neutralized.” In the middle of the confusion 
Monsengwo was then to be shot. 


Monsengwo himself took the letter seriously. On 2 May 
he told a correspondent in Belgium from Kinshasa that 
the document, in combination “with other information 
about a bomb in my plane, had delayed his planned 
return to Kisangani by two days. 


Monsengwo Pasinya (born in 1939) became president 
in December 1991 of the CNS [Sovereign Nationa! 
Conference], the insutution which was to lead Zanre into 
democracy. After the dissolution of the CNS he became 
president of the HCR, the provisional Parliament. But 
in it he ran into increasing opposition until at the end of 
January, he gave up his presidency in disappoimtment 
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South Africa: Lebanese Embassy Attacked by 
Armed Robbers 


NC2005081796 Beirut Radic Lebanon in Arabic 
O800 GMT 20 May 96 


{[FBIS Translated Text] REUTERS has quoted Sharbil 
Istifan, the Lebanese charge d‘ affaires in South Africa, 
as saying that he wishes to leave his embassy in 
Johannesburg as soon as possible because it has been 
attacked along with many other embassies. 


Istuifan added that an armed robbery occurred at the 
Lebanese Embassy last night. It was the second such 
incident in 10 days. 


Istifan said he was insulted, beaten up, and had to go to 
hospital for treatment. 


He described the attack as disgraceful and noted that 
the police are unable to solve the problems faced by 
President Nelson Mandela's government. 


South Africa: Arab Envoys Object to ‘Lack of 
Protection’ for Diplomats 

MB2105/00496 Johannesbure SAPA in English 
0901 GMT 21 May 96 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] JOHANNESBURG May 21 
SAPA — Arab ambassadors are expected to formally 
object to the South African government about the 
lack of protection provided to their foreign diplomats 
in the country, SABC [South African Broadcasting 
Corporation} radio news reported on Tuesday. 


This decision was apparently taken at a meeung of 
ambassadors from the Arab states on Monday night, 
which was called to discuss the attack on Lebanese 
Ambassador Sharhil Istifan at the weekend. 


Istifan was attacked by thugs at his official residence in 
Houghton on Sunday night. He sustained a wound to 
his chin which required 10 stitches and was handcuffed 
by the robbers, who took R1800 [rands] and US2000 in 
cash and valuables. 


Istifan was due to meet senior government represen- 
tatives, including Gauteng safety and security MEC 
{member of the Executive Council] Jessie Duarte, on 
Tuesday (today) to discuss security arrangements. 


In terms of international convention, host countries 
have to provide security for diplomats. The South 
African government has however said it has insufficient 
manpower to protect individual diplomats. 


Meanwhile, Deputy Foreign Minister Aziz Pahad has 
appealed to Istifan not to leave South Africa. After the 
attack Istifan said he was going back to Beirut because 
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he felt safer in the war-torn capital of his home country 
than in Johannesburg. 


Istifan said Pahad had visited him to apologise for what 
had happened. Istifan, who now carries a gun at all 
times, also said he knew of at least 10 similar incidents 
involving other embassies. 


South Africa: President Ni andela Names 3 New 
Deputy Ministers 


MB2105120396 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1122 GMT 21 May 96 


{[FBIS Transcribed Text} CAPE TOWN May 21 SAPA 
— Three new deputy ministers were named by President 
Nelson Mandela on Tuesday. 


They are Lindiwe Sisulu-Guma (Home Affairs), Dr 
Manto Tshabalala (Justice) and Father Smangaliso 
Mkhatshwa (Education). 


The new appointments will be effective trom July | 
when the National Party leaves the Government of 
National Unity. 


Sisulu-Guma, who heads the Joint Intelligence Com- 
mittee, will take over from the ANC’s Penuel! Maduna, 
named the next Mineral and Energy Minister. 


Tshabalala, National Assembly Health Committee chair- 
man, succeeds the NP’s [National Party} Sheila Camerer 
and Mkhatshwa, National Assembly Chairman of Com- 
mittees, will take over from another NP MP, Renier 
Schoeman. 


South Africa: Mandela Campaigns in W. Cape, 
Appeals for Tolerance 


MB! 805195496 Johannesburg SAfm Radio Network 
in English 1600 GMT 18 May 96 


{[FBIS Transcribed Text] President Nelson Mandela has 
appealed for tolerance as the race for votes hots up in 
the Cape Metropole municipal elections. 


President Mandela's comments come amid concerns 
that intimidation and harassment will jeopardize a free 
and fair poll on the 29th of this month. Western Cape 
Premier Hernus Kriel was prevented from entering the 
Mfuleni township yesterday by alleged ANC supporters. 
Mr. Mandela told the SABC’s [South African Broad- 
casting Corporation] political desk that he regretted the 
incident, but he was confident that the premier wouldn't 
lose heart. 


[Begin Mandela recording] Every politician knows that 
South African politics are very robust, and they are not 
for sissies. What has been done to Hernus Kriel has been 
done to me, so it’s not that | welcome that. | would like 
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every political party to canvas freely and without fear. 
lend recording} 


South Africa: Kriel — More Professional People in 
Western Cape Support NP 


MB1905205996 Johannesburg RAPPORT 
in Afrikaans 19 May 96 p6 


[Report by Johan Vosloo) 


(FBIS Translated Excerpt] Western Cape Premier Her- 
nus Friel said yesterday in Mitchell's Plain in the NP’s 
election office that there are encouraging signs for him: 
Professional colored people, such as teachers, who in 
1994 had thought it was fashionable to vote for the 
ANC, who now show a swing to the National Party 
[NP]. 


He said people had become aware of the ANC’s “lies.” 
"It lied about education, and it lied about houses.” 


Kriel’s visit was part of an election campaign through 
the Cape peninsula. The postponed local elections for 
the Cape Metropole on 29 May is around the corner, 
and the battle for votes is hotting up. 


On the education crisis, Kriel elaborated: “President 
Mandela's promise that no teacher would be retrenched 
in the Western Cape was nothing more than an election 
gimmick. The ANC must stop this. What it really © cans 
‘s that teac rs will be transferred to places such as 
the forme: anskei. Which married teacher wants that? 
It actual’ neans that they will be indirectly fired,” 
[preceding word in English] he said. [passage omitted] 


Regarding the weakness of the rand against foreign 
currencies, he said the "weak ANC government was no 
longer acceptable to the international community.” This 
was being reflected in the value of the rand. 


He said the presence of 12 communists in Mandela's 
cabinet was enough to frighten anyone. They have their 
own agenda and are bent on making the country a 
socialist state. 


South African Press Review for 20 May 
MB2005 132796 


[FBIS Report} 
THE STAR 


Mandela's Guards — Johannesburg THE STAR in Eng- 
lish on 20 May in a page-14 editorial comments on 
the arrest of 19 members of the VIP protection unit 
for charges ranging from murder, armed robbery, as- 
sault, drunken driving, and possession of marijuana. It 
was revealed in Parliament that "a member of the Na- 
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tional Protecuon Service hired to guard Nelson Man- 
dela’s home had a bitter grievance about his working 
conditions; he earned only R900 [rands}] a month; he 
had an unstable childhood; he had attempted suicide 
and had been treated for depression; and he had stolen 
from his mother and assaulted her. The unfitness of these 
‘guards’ is equalled only by that of those who chose to 
hire them. And in the Mandela case it shows reckless 
negligence that should be rewarded by the rolling of 
heads." 


BUSINESS DAY 


Campus Turmoil — The latest ‘turmoil" on South 
Africa's tertiary campuses, and the conflict between 
black students and university and technikon adminis- 
trations “shows worrying signs of becoming endemic, 
and is increasingly taking a violent and racially divisive 
turn,” according to Johannesburg BUSINESS DAY in 
English on 20 May in a page-10 editorial. Although 
Students “are entitled to demand the transformation of 
university, and particularly technikon, regimes to reflect 
new imperatives,” it is in the students’ interests “that 
academic and administrative standards are not compro- 
mised.” Therefore, Witwatersrand University students’ 
demands that they, and not academics, have the predom- 
inant say over the appointment of a new vice-chancellor 
“must be faced down despite the threat of new campus 
upheavals there. More importantly, it must be under- 
stood that transformation will not be a panacea for all 
student ills." “There can be no free tertiary education 
in a country like South Africa, and the reality is that 
universities and technikons will not be able to write off 
the R100m [million] in student debts, regardless of who 
runs them." 


BEELD 


Concern at Drop in Skilled Artisans — Without the 
skills of artisans, “no economy can be sustained or ex- 
panded,” notes an editorial on page 12 of Johannesburg 
BEELD in Afrikaans of 16 May. “Which is why figures 
showing that the number of apprentices dropped from 
33,000 in 1975 to a scant 5,000 last year is so disturb- 
ing,” and is rightly described as "a recipe for disaster.” 
This is more so when taken with the fact that the num- 
ber of people who have left the country permanently in 
January wat 22 percent higher than for the same pe- 
riod last year.” "What hope has a country with such a 
shortage of skills and training, of competing at inter- 
national level? Or of creating a quality living standard 
domestically for its growing population?” The govern- 
ment and other interested parties “will have to give their 
undivided attenuon to the matter. Affirmative action in 
artisan training must be given the highest priority.” 
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Danger of U.S.-PRC Cold War — "In certain respects 
international politics can be compared to a jungle, where 
the strongest survives and the weak ones move aside," 
argues an editorial on page 8 of Johannesburg BEELD 
in Afrikaans of 17 May. “But when two giants clash, 
the grass gets trampled.” “That is precisely what is 
threatening between Washington and Bei,ing at the 
moment” in the argument over "U.S. copyright over so- 
called intellectual property.” The two have announced 
trade sanctions against each other,” and “apart from 
the fact that the Americans are almost certainly going 
to get their fingers burned, it is disturbing that two 
heavyweights should tackle one another in this fashion 
— it increases the danger of the two being involved in 
a Cold War in the future." 


NP’s New Role Can Bring Growth — "The National 
Party's [NP] withdrawal from the government of na- 
tional unity may be seen as a step backwards, but per- 
haps it was necessary,” argues columnist Charles Naude 
in the "Political Beeld" column on the same page of Jo- 
hannesburg BEELD in Afrikaans of 17 May. For the NP 
its new role as opposition “could be liberating, because 
it can now play that role visibly, and state its case pub- 
licly.” A major problem is that “it needs massive black 
support to achieve its stated ideal of becoming major- 
ity party.” “Indeed, if it wants to grow, it will have to 
make it attractive for all those who espouse the same 
values; it will have to focus on the growing nonwhite 
middle class." Any such growth “will ease the pres- 
sure on the NP to rapidly Africanize its leadership,” but 
equally “whether it can attract credible potential leaders 
from among the black middle class will depend on the 
party's policy and image.” 

South African Press Review for 21 May 

MB2105 133696 


(FBIS Report) 
THE STAR 


Campus Violence — The “clashes between black and 
white students at the Pretoria Technikon last week, with 
their resultant injuries and damage to property, could 
have been avoided had the young people opted for ne- 
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gotiation rather than violence,” says a page-12 editonal 
in Johannesburg THE STAR in English on 21 May. Stu- 
dents need to know that standards are “non-negouable.” 
“Of course, the youth is one of Azapo's [Azanian Peo- 
ple’s Organization] few remaining constituencies and 
the organisation has undoubtedly been using the Aza- 
nian Students Congress to flex its muscle on the Pretoria 
Technikon campus. It is a pity is should choose to use 
its political clout so negatively.” 


SOWETAN 


Campus Violence — A p.ge-12 editorial comments on 
the violence on some of the country’s campuses, say- 
ing “they are, in fact, reflective of the general difficulty 
of transforming formerly whites-only institutions into 
places of higher learning which open their arms unre- 
servedly to black students." SOWETAN does not agree 
that the use of violence is the best way to draw atten- 
tion to the students’ grievances. “It would, however, be 
wrong to put all the blame for the violence on the black 
students. White students have also played a major role 
in the conflict. We cannot, also, absolve the education 
authorities for not taking sufficient steps to deal with 
those who engage in thuggery, whatever their race.” 


BUSINESS DAY 


Finance Minister Seeks To Be ‘Informed’ on Banks’ 
Decisions — “Finance Minister Trevor Manuel's re- 
quest to commercial banks to inform him in advance 
of interest rate changes should be seen for what it 1s: a 
wish to be informed rather than an attempt to interfere in 
business policy,” notes Johannesburg BUSINESS DAY 
in English on 2] May in a page-12 editorial. BUSINESS 
DAY asks whether Manuel can expect bankers to dis- 
cuss their businesses with him, and says ‘a guarded ‘yes’ 
is probably the answer, but with the reservation that for- 
mal closed discussions must be informative and not di- 
rected towards changing the stances of either side.” The 
correct place for the expression of ministerial views on 
bankers’ strategies and for bankers’ views on govern- 
ment policy “is in public. This is where the two sides 
should be seeking to influence each other as well as the 
public.” 
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Ghana Democracy in Liberia-Koromah]; the Ghana contingent 

Ghana: Johnson Suggests U.S. Intervention in is on Taylor's side. That is the truth of the matter. 

Liberia (Fontana) So who could intervene? The Americans? 


BR2005123096 Rome L'UNITA in Italian 20 May 96 
pil 


[Report on interview with Liberian combatant Roosevelt 
Johnson by Toni Fontana in Accra, Ghana; date not 
given: "*Help Me Stop Taylor’"} 


(FBIS Translated Exccipt] [passage omitted) [Fontana] 
According to the BBC, your troops are on the attack in 
Monrovia, General... 


[Johnson] We are only defending ourselves. Taylor and 
his men attacked my home in Monrovia on 21 April. 
First he threw me out of the government, where I was 
minister of agricultural development. I had accepted the 
post in good faith, to help my people. Taylor is trying 
to get rid of all his opponents so that he can become 
president and do as he likes. He has had Bishop Dis 
arrested, and the other bishop, Francis, has had to go and 
give evidence in court. The chief of police is Taylor's 
cousin, and the justice minister is his gopher. Taylor has 
a grudge against everyone. 

[Fontana] Meanwhile, however, your troops are fighting. 
Do you agree to a cease fire with Taylor's men? 


{Johnson} I do not want to be president: I want 
free, democratic elections. The ECOWAS [Economic 
Community of West African States] has appointed a 
committee made up of nine Liberian leaders to seek 
a peace deal. I have agreed to this form of mediation 
and I came here to Accra at the invitation of President 
Rawlings. But a murky game has begun here. Taylor is 
attacking my people and I have to stay here... 


[Fontana] A prisoner? 


(Johnson, becoming agitated and staring wildly) Yes, | 
am a hostage. They will not give me a plane to fly to 
Sierra Leone and, from there, to join my men in battle. I 
cannot go back to Liberia via the Cote d'Ivoire because, 
like Burkina Faso, the country is supplying Taylor's 
militias, and they want him to win. They have struck a 
deal. They are keeping me here to give the enemy time 
to take power by force of arms. 


{Fontana} Ghana has sent a battalion, 1.«) men, to 
Liberia as part of the African peace force... 


(Johnson, standing up from the sofa and raising his 
voice] The ECOMOG (ECOWAS Cease-Fire Monitor- 
ing Group] may as well leave. The ECOWAS has ac- 
knowledged the need to investigate the ECOMOG's 
conduct in Monrovia. The troops from Guinea back 
those from ULIMO-K [United Liberation Movement for 


(Johnson considered the proposal then muttered a reply.) 


{Johnson} Yes, the Americans are familiar with Liberia; 
they could do something, play a positive role, stop the 
war, 


(Fontana) But would you be willing to negotiate’ (The 
general and his two accompanying dignitaries were 
becoming restless.) 


[Johnson] How can I negotiate if 1 cannot get back to 
my people, if they keep me here as a hostage without 
giving me any sort of explanation? I want to get out of 
here. I am asking for a plane, and they will not give 
me one. Meanwhile, the enemy is attacking. Believe 
me, Taylor is crazy and only decides what to do after 
he has snorted cocaine. They should take him to see a 
psychiatrist, but they are helping him take power by the 
force of arms instead... 


[Fontana] Many of those fighting are boys, or even chil- 
dren... They are children trying to defend themselves. 
What can they do? Their parents have been murdered 
and they do not want to suffer the same fate. (After 
his last thrust, the general looked tired and irritable. He 
suddenly got to his féet, followed immediately by the 
deputy with the Fila cap and the minister with the gray- 
ing hair.) 


{Johnson} Many thanks. You have given me a chance 
to set out my arguments. | remember those Italians, 
the Maconis [Italian family living in Monrovia], nice 
people... [passage omitted] 


Liberia 


Liberia: OAU Secretary Expresses Concern Over 
Renewed Fighting 
EA2105115896 Addis Ababa Radio Ethiopia 


International Service in English 
1630 GMT 20 May 96 


{FBIS Transcribed Text} Dr. Salim Ahmed Salim, 
secretary general of the Organization of African Unity, 
OAU, today expressed grave concern over renewed 
fighting in Liberia, and in particular in Monrovia, 
Causing death and destruction. 


Mr. Salim made the remarks when receiving at his of- 
fice Mr. Benjamin Kwasi Godwyll, permanent represen- 
tative of Ghana to the OAU and ambassador to Ethiopia. 
He said this tragic development has once again led to 
the displacement of thousands within Libera and of the 
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flight of thousands [of] others into exile seeking sanc- 
tuary in the neighboring countries. 


The humanitarian tragedy that the current fighting 
in Monrovia has unleashed is a matter of distress 
and profound sadness and concern for Africa and the 
world at large, Mr. Salim said. Mr. Salim expressed 
appreciation to the government and people of Ghana 
for having accepted to host the latest exodus of Liberian 
refugees who have been at sea for a week. 


In a related development, the secretary general presented 
to the Government of Ghana a cheque for $75,000 
in support of the efforts being made to alleviate the 
problem of the vicums. He called on all parties in 
conflict in Liberia to end the fighting and begin the road 
to peace in the country. 


Liberia: Renewed Fighting Claims ‘At Least a 
Dozen’ Lives 

AB2005 194596 London BBC World Service 

in English 1705 GMT 20 May 96 


(From the "Focus on Africa” program] 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] More deaths have been re- 
ported in a renewed attack this morning on the Bar- 
clay Training Center [BTC], the main barracks in the 
Liberian capital where mainly Krahn militiamen have 
been under siege for several weeks now. Those in- 
side the BTC support Roosevelt Johnson's ULIMO- 
J [United Liberation Movement for Democracy in 
Liberia-Johnson] faction and there has also been shoot- 
ing in the diplomatic area at Mamba Point where the 
Krahns clashed with the forces loyal to two members 
of the Liberian Council of State, Charles Taylor and 
Alhaji Koromah. On the line to Monrovia, Elizabeth 
Ohene asked Anthony Morland of the FRENCH NEWS 
AGENCY how today's fighting started. 


[Begin recording} [Morland] It started in a way sim- 
ilar to what has been happening over the last cou- 
ple of weeks, that is to say, a reported assault on 
the BTC barracks by government forces, which is the 
term journalists here have asked to use in reference 
to the NPFL [National Patriotic Front of Liberia] and 
ULIMO-K [United Liberation Movement for Democ- 
racy in Liberia-Koromah]. These assaults are generally 
followed by a reprisal advance by the Krahns in the BTC 
area. This happened today; they moved up toward the 
Mamba Point area. At one point, they were confronted 
by ECOMOG [Economic Community of West African 
States Cease-Fire Monitoring Group] troops who asked 
them not to use a main artery, Benson Street. The 
Krahns obeyed this and actually made their way through 
houses and back alleys. They got to Mamba Point where 
U.S. Marines apparently asked them, using megaphones. 
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to retreat — to go back. They went back and made fur- 
ther progress by breaking down a wall. There they con- 
fronted the NPFL fighters. Fighting ensued for about an 
hour at the Greystone Compound at the time, and every 
time gunshot rang out, everyone dived for cover. 


{Ohene) So, has there been any casualties? 


(Morland) Well, there is a lot of [words indistinct] 
and all over the city and I think there must have 
been at least a dozen people have died. Many bodies 
were reported burned; one was reported to have been 
castrated, macheted, and shot in the head, although it is 
not clear where all these events took place. 


[Ohene] And, what about ECOMOG troops? 


(Morland) ECOMOG, down town, seems to be in a 
larger presence. There is more of them than previously 
and the Krahns seem to obey their instruction not to 
use certain streets. But after Mamba Point, at this point 
around a quarter to five, there is no one. There are no 
fighters, and there is little sign of ECOMOG. There is 
no sign who is in control of the area. 


[Ohene) So, what is happening in the Greystone com- 
pound. Are there still thousands of people taking refuge 
there? 


(Morland) Greystone is very busy. Today, it seems 
busier than it has been before. It is pretty hard to 
move around. Shortly after the fighting broke out, heavy 
rains fell which added to the problems because some 
places are very low-lined, the drainage is not that good, 
so people's huts or tents flood. There were people 
obviously very frightened when the fighting broke out 
although a lot of people were looking out of the gate 
to see what exactly was going on. The U.S. Embassy 
guards, when this happened, beat people back to get 
away for their own safety. But it is very crowded in 
there and if something dreadful should happen — like 
a rocket goes astray — we are looking at a catastrophe. 
[end recording] 


Nigeria 


Nigeria: UN Urges West To Stop Arms Supply to 
Liberian Factions 

AB1805161196 Lagos Radio Nigeria Network 

in English 0600 GMT 18 May 96 


(FBIS Transcribed Text} The United Nations has asked 
European countries to refrain from supplying arms 
to the warring factions in Liberia. The UN special 
envoy to Liberia, Mr. James Jonah, made the call 
while addressing newsmen in New York. He said some 
Western nations were secretly selling weapons to the 
factions in exchange for diamonds. Mr. Jonah stated 
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that the situation had made the war in thal country a 
commercial one rather than ethnic. 


Nigeria: Liberian Labor Minister, Other 
Government Officials Arrive 


AB2005115596 Paris AFP in F: 
1039 GMT 20 May 96 


(FBIS Translated Text} Lagos, 20 May (AFP) — 
Liberian Labor Minister Tom Woewiyu and many other 
government officials, who disembarked from the Bulk 
Challenge cargo vessel at the Ghanaian port of Takoradi, 
arrived here last night, an AFP journalist observed. 


Mr. Woewiyu arrived aboard a private aircraft chartered 
by Ghana Airways, together with several deputy minis- 
ters and Liberian parliament speaker Dukuly, for a “few 
days’ stay. Since he disembarked on 14 May from the 
Bulk Challenge, which drifted for several days along the 
West African coast carrying on board refugees fleeing 
Monrovia, the Liberian capital, the labor minister had 
not been seen in public. 


Meanwhile, General John Inienger, commander of the 
Economic Community of West African State Cease- 
Fire Monitoring Group [ECOMOG)], the West African 
mediating force in Liberia, told the Nigerian newspaper, 
THE VANGUARD, that he needs 18,000 men and more 
arms in order to be more effective. ECOMOG presently 
has 8,500 soldiers. 


Nigeria: General Abacha To Hold CEOs of Failed 
Firms Accountable 


AB2005231096 Lagos NTA Television Network 
in English 2000 GMT 20 May 96 


{[FBIS Transcribed Text) Chief Executives and man- 
agers of public and private sector companies who mis- 
manage their organization will face the law. The head of 
state, Sani Abacha, said this today in Abuja while open- 
ing a three-day workshop on crime prevention and con- 
trol in Nigeria. State House correspondent Chris Ngwu 
has the details: 
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[Begin recording) (Ngwu]) Jusufying his administra- 
tion's resolve to deal with company chief executives 
who mismanage public investment, Gen. Abacha says 
there have been over the years a colossal wastage of 
public funds through fraud, embezzlement and other 
white collar crimes. All that, he continued, have in no 
small measure contributed to the poor state of the na- 
tional economy and social services. 


[Abacha] Over the last five years, more than 50 billion 
Naifa was invested in government parastatals, but by 
the end of 1992, when their assets were privatized, they 
were worth only 900 million naira. 


[Ngwu] The head of state says reports of the various 
panels set up by his administration to inquire into 
some public institutions, speak of waste of government 
investment in parastatals and companies. 


[Abacha] We have consequently resolved that all those 
who have contributed to the failure of our public inst- 
tutions and parastatals through such monumental mis- 
management of public funds will be held to account to 
ensure that present and future executives of such insti- 
tutions operate according to set rules and procedures. 


[Ngwu] As soon as the legal framework for the failed 
companies and parastatals decree is established and 
promulgated, says the, head of state, offenders will be 
prosecuted accordingly. 


Speaking earlier, Alhaji Babagana Kingibe, organizer of 
the workshop, said the workshop among other objectives 
is expected to turn out recommendations on how to 
employ societal and instituuonal support in combating 
crime in the country. 


The theme of the workshop is: Toward Evolving More 
Effective Methods and Strategies of Crime Control in 
Nigeria. Thirteen technical papers, touching on forms of 
crime, their causes, dictation, position, and control will 
provide the focus of discussion by 31 specialists and 
other participants. [end recording] 
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